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VIMA  Conference April 

2013 

FRIDAY April 26 & Saturday April 27  

 

Maria Montessori Academy  Victoria, BC 

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Steve Hughes 

Fueling the Flame Within: Montessori Education 

and the Development of the Self 
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FRIDAY APRIL 26, 2013 

9:30 – 11:30 AM    KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Dr. Steve Hughes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fueling the Flame Within: Montessori Education and the Development of the Self 

 

Beginning as a tiny spark in infancy, the light that shines within a child can, over time, grow to be-

come a steady, strong flame if he or she experiences an environment that recognizes, respects, and 

fuels that inner light. What are the requisite features of such an environment? What makes Montes-

sori education so effective in "fueling the flame" of each child's developing identity? Part of Dr. Mon-

tessori's genius was understanding that the human development requires different experiences at 

different stages. Using the set of cognitive capabilities described as "executive functions," see how, 

across each of the first three planes of development, the Montessori method supports growth of 

foundational cognitive capabilities, provides essential practice opportunities, and allows children to 

identify the defining values that help to create creative, moral, inspired, and successful adults. 
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Friday April 26, 2013 
 
Registration   8:15 – 9:00 
 
Conference Welcome 9:00 
 
Keynote Address  9:30 – 11:30 
 

 
 
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

                                     
 
 

Conference Registration Fee: $275.00 early bird rate until March 1
st

 , 2013. 

      $300.00 until April 5
th

 , 2013. 
 

All Conference Registration will be completed online through the VIMA website.  

www.vancouverislandmontessori.com 

 

Venue:  The conference will be held at the Maria Montessori Academy, 1841 Fairburn Drive, Victo-

ria BC V8N 1P8 

 

Accommodation:  Discounted rates for accommodation will be offered at the Accent Inn,    3233 

Maple Street, (close to the corner of Blanshard St. and Cloverdale Ave.) Victoria, BC V8X 4Y9.  

$75.00 (+ approx. 14.5 % taxes) per room/per night.  Up to 4 people per room.  Please contact the 

Accent Inn directly to reserve a room at 250-475-7500 or 800-663-0298.  Ask for the VIMA Confer-

ence Rate or Group Number 12152.  Reserve your rooms by March 20, 2013 for these discounted 

rates.   

Please note hotel rooms could be limited due to the Times-Colonist 10K Run on Sunday April 

27
th

 .  

        

FRIDAY   SATURDAY   

8:15-9:00 Registration/Coffee available 8:30-10:15 Workshop #1 

9:00 Welcome     

9:30-
11:30 

Keynote Address 10:15-10:45 Coffee 

11:30-
12:30 

Lunch 10:45-12:30 Workshop #2 

12:30-
2:15 

Workshop #1 12:30-1:30 Lunch 

2:15-2:45 Coffee 1:30-3:15 Workshop #3 

2:45-4:30 Workshop #2     

4:30-6:30 Wine and Cheese (cash bar)     

http://www.vancouverislandmontessori.com
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Lunch: Brown Bag lunch is included in the registration fee for both Friday and Saturday.  Vegetari-

an, Non-vegetarian and Gluten free options will be available 

 

Coffee Breaks: Coffee will be available on both days.   

 

Wine and Cheese: On Friday evening join us for a social time from 4:30 – 6:30 PM with appetiz-

ers and a cash bar.  Please indicate on your registration form whether you will be joining us.   

 

Professional Development Hours:  For attending the two day conference participants will 

receive a professional development certificate indicating the completion of 12 hours of professional 

development. 

 

Sponsors:   
St. Christopher’s Montessori School for coffee break on Saturday 

Westmont School for coffee break on Friday 

Selkirk Montessori School for “Wine and Cheese” event.  
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Thursday April 25, 2012   

 
PRE-CONFERENCE Event 

---separate registration from the conference--- 

 
Public Lecture by Dr. Steve Hughes 
 
Educational Frameworks, Essential Cognitive Functions, and the Future of Education 
In the United States and around the world, calls for education reform come from parents, students, 
teachers and even policy makers.  Even with over a decade of efforts at education reform, real pro-
gress continues to elude us.  Far too many children fail to complete high school.  Basic literacy rates 
among disadvantaged children remain low.  Efforts to improve school outcomes have included 
smaller class size, extending the school day (or year) and new methods of content delivery.  Yet, 
who among us will be surprised when, in ten years time, we discover that tablet computers haven't 
solved education's many problems? 
How we do "school" must change radically for children to thrive in this century.  The basic assump-
tions need to be re-examined, because the framework itself is the problem. 
In this lecture, Dr. Steve Hughes, director of the Center for Research on Developmental Education, 
examines the basic assumptions of the standard model of education, and shows how an entirely  
different framework conforms to what we now know about optimizing social, emotional, cognitive de-
velopment, and academic development.  It's a different framework; it's an effective framework.  And 
it's where education must look for real answers to the crisis in education. 

 

Venue: Bob Wright Building, University of Victoria, BC, CA 

Tickets: $15.00 

 

Available through the VIMA Website www.vancouverislandmontessori.com  

http://www.vancouverislandmontessori.com

